Development process of the Practical Approach to Lung Health in Kyrgyzstan.
The Practical Approach to Lung Health (PAL) strategy was adopted by the Ministry of Health of Kyrgyzstan to improve the quality of case management of priority respiratory illnesses, including tuberculosis (TB). The process of development and implementation of the strategy is described in the present study. The World Health Organization stepwise framework was adapted and used to initiate the PAL strategy within the Kyrgyzstan primary health care (PHC) system. The process followed 10 steps which included the government decision to support PAL development, and the establishment of a national working group in charge of adapting guidelines, developing training materials and testing the feasibility and impact of the guidelines. On the basis of the test results, the guidelines and training materials were revised and a national PAL implementation plan was developed. The ongoing health sector reform which focuses, in priority, on strengthening PHC services and the assistance from the government of Finland, generated favourable political, technical and financial circumstances for the development and implementation of the PAL strategy.